Dear all,

We welcome you to the 14™ newsletter of the International Research Network
on Equity in Youth Education and Training - IRNEYET network. Our network is
open for both policy makers and academics who are interested in research on
the nature, consequences, causes, and solutions to disparities in youth
education and training opportunities and outcomes across countries and
education systems. In this newsletter, we give you an update on all recently
published papers of members of the IRNEYET network. We also will put every
newsletter one researcher in the spotlight.

We would like to invite you to send new publications, toolkits, conferences,
etc. to be included in the upcoming newsletters to Lore Van Praag
(vanpraag@essb.eur.nl), with material specifically on VET (Vocational

Education and Training) to Irene Psifidou, Cedefop, European Centre for the
Development of Vocational Training, Thessaloniki, Greece:
rena.psifidou@cedefop.europa.eu. Please invite new interested members
working in this field of study to join the IRNEYET-network.

For more information about this network, have a look at our website: https://www.dcu.ie/edc/International-

Research-Network-Equity-Youth-Education-and-Training.shtml

A warm welcome from the IRNEYET hosts,

Paul Downes, Educational Disadvantage Centre, Institute of Education, Dublin City University

Stephen Lamb, Center for International Research on Education Systems (CIRES), Victoria University, Australia

Lore Van Praag, Erasmus School of Social and Behavioral Sciences (ESSB), Erasmus University Rotterdam

Russell W. Rumberger, California Dropout Research Project (CDRP), University of California

Guofang Li, Transnational/Global Perspectives of Language and Literacy Education of Children and Youth,

University of British Columbia
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SPOTLIGHT RESEARCHER: EVA KLEMENCIC MIRAZCHIYSKI

Dr. Eva Klemenci¢-Mirazchiyski is a Research Councillor and Head of the
Centre for Applied Epistemology at the Educational Research Institute
(Slovenia). The centre conducts all OECD and IEA international large-
scale student assessments (ILSAs) in which Slovenia participates. Eva
serves as the National Research Coordinator for three ILSAs —PIRLS,
ICCS, and ICILS—while also acting as a research leader or team member
on numerous other research projects. Her research interests span ILSA,
citizenship education, the didactics of sociology, the sociology of
education, computer and information literacy, reading literacy, and
theories of knowledge. She holds an Associate Professor position in
Sociology at the International School for Social and Business Studies
(Slovenia) and in the Sociology of Education at AMEU - Institutum
Studiorum Humanitatis (Slovenia), where she supervises Master’s and
PhD students’ theses. Dr. Klemenci¢-Mirazchiyski provides research-based insights on contemporary
educational issues on national media.

The driving force behind all her research and teaching activities is a commitment to improving education. When
asked about her main research focus, she describes it as an interdisciplinary approach to education, respecting
the structure of educational systems while considering the characteristics of individual students as well as school
and out-of-school factors.

RECENT ARTICLES EVA KLEMENCIC MIRAZCHIYSKI

Klemencic Mirazchiyski, E. (2024). Perceptions of Ukrainian and other refugees among eighth-graders in
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NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM IRNEYET MEMBERS

HIGHER EDUCATION
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DIVERSITY

Devine, D., Smyth, E., Darmody, M. (2023), “Perceptions of immigrant parental engagement in primary schools
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Cefai, C. (Editor) (2024) Nurturing the wellbeing of students in difficulty(109-124). The Legacy of Paul Cooper.
Peter Lang Publications.
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Equity and Inclusion in Education(p274-290). Taylor & Francis Group.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

New good practices added to Cedefop’s VET toolkit for empowering NEETSs:

To capture what the efforts of policy makers and practitioners at local, regional and national level, Cedefop
collects good practices from those involved in projects targeting young people not in employment, education
or training (NEETs). Through the collection of such valuable input, practitioners and policy makers can take
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inspiration from what works on the ground, what key success factors play an important role and see what can
be integrated or replicated in their own projects.

The six recently uploaded good practices span a great geographical area. Ranging from across the EU (Austria,
Bulgaria, Czechia, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Malta, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Poland) as well as beyond (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, UK, US) with many projects inspired by or
cooperating with other Member States (Luxembourg) and non-Member States (Australia, Norway). In terms of
approaches, one good practice is making use of:

e innovative outdoor learning methodology,

e some are including mentoring provisions,

e digital education,

e cooperations with employers including through job placements,
e linking with green jobs, and,

e impact assessment methodologies.

In terms of beneficiaries, the practices collected span from some practices targeting older NEETs (up to 29 year
olds), NEETs living in remote areas, to female NEETSs, to diverse groups of NEETs (migration background, low-
skills, with disabilities).

The individual good practices are listed below:

e  Polish Outdoor Learning - POL

e Back on Track - Support for young NEETs in rural areas

o  PreseNEETi se

e INTERCEPT - motlvating mobiliziNg supporTing nEets gReen CarEer PaThway

e  Supporting the Economic Mobility of Young NEETs through Targeted Training, Mentorship, and Job
Placement

e  Youth Impact

New intervention approaches on what works in re-engaging NEETs on the way

Based on the practical insights obtained through the collection of good practices in combination with findings
from relevant literature, Cedefop is in the process of publishing a substantial number of new online resources
in the coming months.

Forthcoming intervention approaches on NEETs highlight different situations, ranging from NEETs living in
remote areas, older or female NEETs as well as targeting different policy areas including mobility, green skills,
digitalisation and Al and will be published shortly.

Stay tuned as soon is coming a new intervention approach on mentoring and how this can assist young NEETs in
(re)engaging with the world of work or education. It includes practical tips which may be of relevance for policy
makers or practitioners who are looking to enhance their policy measures through mentor-mentee relationship
building.
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