
This process is relevant to individuals who 
intend to undertake research in DCU that 

involves the use of human/clinical samples or 
any other biological agents

Step 1

Step 2

Consult with 
Head-of-School / 

Research Unit

Consult with the 
unit Chief 

Technical Officer

Receive confirmation 
that laboratory space is 
available to undertake 

the work. 

Confirm that the laboratory 
allocated provides adequate 

Containment Level to perform 
the work safely 

Engage with the DCU Biological and 
General Safety Officer (Support 

Available)

You have identified a 
suitable laboratory to 

undertake the work, that 
supports a Safe System of 

Work

Confirm that, If a Class II 
Microbiological Safety Cabinet 
(MSC) is to be used as part of 

the workflow, the unit is 
calibrated, and compliant with 

I.S. EN 12469:2000 

Consult with unit 
Biosafety / Safety 

Officer

Review and consult all 
applicable Risk Assessments 
(Operational) specific to the 

designated laboratory

Biological or 
Clinical 

Samples  
Viruses Bacterial 

Strains
Mammalian 

Cells
Animal 
Models

Biotoxins Prions  

Genetically- 
Modified 

Organisms / 
Micro 

Organisms

Does your project involve 
the use of Biological 

Agents?

Step 4

In consultation with DCU RIS, determine that all eligibility requirements are met, all 
budgetary items (including all associated equipment costs) are accurately costed, 

and submit your application via TORA for Institutional approval.

Step 3

Receive confirmation from the 
DCU Biological and General 

Safety Officer that the project is 
eligible for BSC application

No further action 
is required

Engage with the DCU Biological and 
General Safety Officer PRIOR to 

submitting your funding application

Yes

No

In consultation with the DCU 
Biological and General Safety Officer, 
determine a timeline for submission of 
your application for BSC for approval. 

Funding 
Application 
Submitted

BSC 
Application 
Submitted

Does your project involve 
the use of human or animal 

samples/products?

No further action 
is required

Obtain approval from 
the BSC to undertake 

your work 

Yes

No

REC 
Application 
Submitted

Engage with the DCU Research Ethics 
Committee (REC) to submit a Research Ethics 

Approval subsequent to BSC approval
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