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My project aims to use film and TV adaptations of literary texts to examine questions of comparative ideology and the relations between dominant ideologies and narrative structure. This will be accomplished through a focus on the ideologies of 19th-century philosopher-historian Thomas Carlyle, posited by this study as a near-perfect ideological other for 21st-century audiences but a ubiquitous influence on 19th-century Anglophone writers. The notion of “arguing with the past” (Gillian Beer) will be demonstrated to have especial relevance to adaptation.
